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April 27th Post Meeting
Prince Thomas of Savoy Society
32 Old Farms Road, Avon, CT
Post 3272 Meetings
4th Wednesday each month.
Post Address
AVON CT VFW Post 3272
PO Box 297
Avon, CT 06001
Post Website http://www.avonvfw.com/
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/VFW3272/
Post Officers
Commander
Robert J. Nardiello
bob.nardiello@microtrain.com
Sr. Vice Commander
Tim Healy
tim.healy@comcast.net
Jr. Vice Commander
Don Perrault
BCEAGLE66@hotmail.com

The event will start a social hour at 5:30 PM on April 27th at
the Prince Thomas of Savoy Society (Italian Club), 32 Old
Farms Road, Avon, CT.
Memorial Day Planning meeting 5 PM
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Commander’s Comments April 2022
Post 3272 has received a very generous $4000 relief fund contribution from the local Unico club chapter. This
contribution goes a long way toward bolstering our relief fund balance and is a great start to our 2022 fund
raising. If you know a Unico members, thank them on behalf of our post.
We need to continue our fund raising with our poppy drive which will occur during the final two weekends in
May prior to Memorial Day. If you have joined this effort at Shoprite and Walmart previously, please do so
again. If you have not previously done a poppy drive 2-hour shift, please consider doing so this year. Tom
Voorhees has the sign-up sheet (phone# 860 331 9798).
Let’s all help make the poppy drive a success this year so that we can make meaningful contributions to the
worthy veterans’ charities that the membership selects.
Commander
Bob Nardiello
Notes from around the Post

.

Bob Nardiello received the $4000 check from
Nick Scata of the Unico club

John Caruso received a quilt at a recent
Beanz Coffee gathering.
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Post Meeting 23 March 2022
Dinner Meeting
On 26 March 2022 twenty-two members and their guests gathered at the Italian Club for the monthly meeting of
the Gildo T. Consolini Post 3272, Veterans of Foreign Wars.
Chaplain Bill Newman offered the invocation after which a delicious St. Patrick ’s Day meal of corned beef and
cabbage was enjoyed by all.
Post Meeting
Opening Ceremony: Commander Bob Nardiello called the meeting to order at 1905 hrs.
Comrades in Distress:

The Following comrades were reported as being in need of our thoughts and prayers:
Dick Hill, Joe Luzzi, Mort Katz, John Caruso, John Kostrisak

Consideration of the Minutes: Minutes approved
Quartermaster’s Report: Report approved
Outstanding Veteran Award: Reporting for the Outstanding Veteran of the Year Award Bill Newman stated
nomination sheets have been handed out. The last day to hand in these sheets will be April 15 th. The award will
be presented at the April meeting
Quilts 2 Heal: It was reported that John Caruso was presented with a Quilt 2 Heal at the coffee hour at BeanZ
on March 18th.
Poppy Drive: Preliminary plans were made for the 2022 Poppy drive. Bill Newman was requested to contact
Walmart for permission to conduce the drive at their store. Tom Voorhees reported he had contacted the Shop
Rite store in Canton and had received permission to conduct the drive at their store. The drive will be held
covering just one door at each location. Tom Voorhees will handle the sign-up sheet for each location and John
Regish will cover the daily set-up and closure at each location
Memorial Day : It was reported that preparations for the Memorial Day observance are under way. Letters have
been sent to the Governor’s Horse Guard and a request for a Flyover has been submitted. Bill Samol will again
serve as parade marshal, Roy Walton will be responsible for the picnic and Bill Newman will handle the
cemeteries.
Avon Memorial Wall: Reporting for the Committee of Don Perreault, Bill Newman and Tim Healy, Don
Perreault reported that a list of 83 additional names has been developed that are eligible to be inscribed on the
Avon Memorial wall. This list has been published in the Avon Life and hard copies are available at the Avon
Town library and Avon Town Hall for review by the public. Pending any corrections from the public by April
30 these names will be engraved on the wall in time for Memorial Day.
By-Law Temporary Suspension: In accordance with provisions to alter the Post By-Laws a motion was made to
temporarily suspend a portion of Post By Laws Section 6.1a requiring officer nominees to have a minimum of 1
year membership before being nominated for officer position. Motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
This section is a requirement of Post 3272 and is not a requirement of any National VFW requirement.
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Nominating Committee: The Nominating Committee composed of Grant Hagedorn and Bill Newman proposed
the following slate of Officers for 2022-2023:
Commander: Tim Healy
Senior Vice Commander: Don Perreault
Junior Vice Commander: Gerald Stinson
Quartermaster: Roy Walton
Chaplin: Bill Newman
Trustees: Bob Nardiello, Mike Fyler and Tom Shannon
Commander Nardiello called for any additional nominations from the floor. None appearing he stated the slate
would be voted on at the Post meeting in April and that there would be the opportunity at that time to propose
any additional names in nomination.
Good of the Order
Post Jackets : Gerry Stinson displayed a Post jacket similar to those available in the past. This jacket was
embroidered and is available from CT sportswear. The cost is approximately $150.00
Commander Nardiello reported Aldens Court in Avon has requested our presence at the dedication of their
Veterans Wall on April 18th.
Bill Samol reported the Avon Town Council is considering a bill to lower town property assessments for veterans
by $15,000. To be eligible the owner would have to earn less than $50,000 annually.
Adjournment: Commander Nardiello stated that the next Post meeting will be 23 April 2022 at the Italian Club
and adjourned the meeting at 1950 hrs.

Notes from the Web
VFW Posts Are Dying. They Need Hesitant 9/11 Vets to Fill the Void. | Military.com
Quick here for the source article
Chris McDonald (left) and his grandfather Jim Alleman an Army
veteran sit at the bar and have an order of chicken wings at the VFW
Post 445 during their weekly Wednesday wing night, April 6, 2022 on
James Island, South Carolina. (Military.com photo by Andrew
Whitaker)
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Jim Barger's throne at Charleston, South Carolina's
VFW Post 445 is the corner barstool, where the 91year-old Army veteran sits back and sips from a foamy
glass of Stella Artois.

It's "Wing Wednesday," the one night each week where the cinder block building tucked onto a side street
comes alive. Veterans trickle in for their routine of heavy-handed pours of Jameson or a cold bottle of Bud
Light.
Advertisement
Barger, the commander of the post, watches over the scene from the far end of the bar, happy people are here.
His organization has fallen on some tough times, especially during the height of the coronavirus pandemic. He
stops to scan the wrinkled faces of the regulars, veterans who mostly served in Vietnam and Korea.
Read Next: Staff Shortages and Burnout Topped Challenges for Military Hospitals in Pandemic, Watchdog
Finds
Chuck Blankin, the chaplain at the VFW post, comes up to Barger and grips his hand and smiles. Blankin has
been a member for 14 years, and openly talks about being shot in Vietnam and the physical and emotional pain
he's had to work through since returning home.
Advertisement
To Blankin, the VFW post isn't just a bar: It's a hospital, it's therapy and, more than anything, it's a family.
"If you look up PTSD in the dictionary, my picture is there," Blankin said as he pats Barger on the back, the inhouse band taking a break from covers of Jimmy Buffett songs to yell out bingo numbers to the 30 or so graying
veterans. "And this guy, he has been there for me."
But VFW and American Legion posts just like Barger's are disappearing.
These posts, often decorated with military flags, dusty plaques honoring community service projects and faded
photographs of past members and friends, are woven into the fabric of communities across the U.S. They stretch
from the industrial blue-collar towns of the East Coast and rural American South to the ranching communities
of the Western plains and agricultural Southwest, serving as safe spaces for veterans, especially those who
returned from Vietnam to find a country unready and unwilling to grapple with the costs its young men had
shouldered.
The VFW had a record 2.1 million members in 1992. By last year, that number was just a shade over 1 million,
meaning it has lost half its members in a generation.
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Mike Hadbavny (left) talks with Post Commander Jim Barger while at the bar at the VFW Post 445 during their
weekly Wednesday wing night, April 6, 2022 on James Island, South Carolina. (Military.com photo by Andrew
Whitaker)
The posts are places where the deep bonds begun in foxholes overseas can be woven stronger, where
generations have not only healed but chosen to give back to their communities.
The VFW is a massive organization that has lobbied in Washington on behalf of service members to expand
research, benefits and health care for veterans of all ages.
It has fought for Vietnam veterans made weak by Agent Orange, Gulf War veterans who face debilitating
symptoms from environmental exposures, and post-9/11 Iraq and Afghanistan veterans whose lungs are heavy
from respiratory diseases and cancer from burn pits.
Its buildings host food drives, scholarship programs and blood drives. And, in many places, VFW posts are the
only affordable event venue in town, becoming a cornerstone of memories as the backdrop to weddings and
retirement parties.
But something is missing. Of all the patrons inside during this particular "Wing Wednesday," Barger noted that
no one at the bar served in Iraq or Afghanistan.
The aging membership rolls continue to lose veterans, and the generation of retired service members from two
decades of combat this millennium haven't shown up to fill their shoes.
"We've seen a few Iraq and Afghanistan guys come in, but they're young, and they're starting families," Barger
said. "We need them."
But many Iraq and Afghanistan war veterans don't see the value in membership in the VFW or its cousin
organization the American Legion after they've come back home.
When former Army Sgt. CJ Hardin was stationed in Korea, he would frequent a post outside the base walls
because the drinks were cheap and fellow Americans would congregate to take a break from the monotony of
base life. He spent three years deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan, and his experiences in the Middle East led him
to heavy drinking and intense self-medicating with marijuana to feel numb.
When he got back stateside and settled in Charleston, South Carolina, he thought about becoming a full-time
member of the VFW, but a couple visits to posts in the area changed his mind.
"The atmosphere is totally different," Hardin told Military.com, "It's a lot of older guys, it's very cliquey, and
they're sitting around talking about their political views. … There's nothing that really reaches out to this
demographic. They don't play modern music, they don't have a great beer selection, and nobody [from his
generation] wants to just grab a beer and sit there for hours."
Hardin says his generation of veterans, ones who fought in the post-9/11 wars, have found community in other
places, and they often prefer experiences like participating in marathons and going kayaking versus sitting in a
"dark and dank bar to congregate."
Nationally, VFW and American Legion posts are shuttering their brick-and-mortar halls, and officials from both
organizations concede that they're not attracting younger veterans like they want, pointing to one of the major
barriers as preconceived stereotypes that joining a local VFW or American Legion is simply paying dues to a
musty corner bar.
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"We're looking to do things a little bit differently," said Dean Kessel, the chief marketing officer for the
American Legion. "And you know, candidly, the membership has declined over the years, and we have to do a
better job of being relevant for this next generation of veterans and what their needs are."
Blankin knows, from experience, the organization can offer them a lot more than cheap booze and fried food.
"These younger guys think it's a lot of cigarette smoking and drinking," said Blankin, a 70-year-old Vietnam
veteran. "The guys from Iraq and Afghanistan have PTSD worse than any of us do, and they need to talk with
people at their VFW and American Legion."
Old Problems, Different Solutions
The American Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars have both been around for more than a century and
were created to build a community among veterans returning from the horrors of war.
Veterans of the Spanish-American War began forming societies as a way to cope with their trauma and meet
fellow service members. By 1899, in Columbus, Ohio, James C. Putnam organized "The American Veterans of
Foreign Service" as the predecessor to the modern-day VFW.
Membership in the VFW is available only to those who served in a war, campaign or expedition on foreign soil
or in hostile waters and an honorable discharge.

An American flag mural is seen outside at the VFW Post 445
during their weekly Wednesday wing night, April 6, 2022 on James
Island, South Carolina. (Military.com photo by Andrew Whitaker)
In 1919, men from the American Expeditionary Forces from World
War I gathered in Paris, France, to create their organization, the
American Legion. It is the largest veteran service organization in
the country because of its broad membership qualifications.
Any veteran who has served at least one day of active military duty
since the attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, and has an
honorable discharge is eligible for membership.
Both groups saw their membership peak in the 20th century. The American Legion boasted more than 3.3
million members at its height in 1946, according to an article from The Wall Street Journal, and the VFW had a
record 2.1 million members in 1992.
As of today, those figures have been cut nearly in half.
John B. Raughter, a spokesman for the American Legion, said there were 1.76 million members in 2020, the
latest data available. Randi Law, a spokeswoman for the VFW, said the organization has just over one million
veterans as of last year.
This isn't a new problem. It's one the American Legion and VFW organizations have been facing for years.
A 1972 article in The Wall Street Journal warned that the American Legion was "fading away," noting that
Vietnam veterans were not joining the organization at the same rate as those from World War II.
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But the decline in American Legion membership is happening
at a much steeper rate in the 21st century. In 2005, the
organization boasted 2.65 million members. That number
decreased by nearly a million in 15 years.

The American Legion still has a large presence across the
country, with 12,457 posts as of 2020 -- more than double the
number of Walmart shopping stores in the United States -- but
younger veterans aren't signing up.
"Like veterans of other periods, it may take a little time for
them to join, but we do believe that many of them will join the
organization," Raughter said in an email.

The American Legion is congressionally chartered; historically, membership was available only to veterans who
served during designated conflicts of war that excluded those who served in the Cold War or covert operations.
But in 2019, the LEGION Act was signed into law by then-President Donald Trump, making membership a
possibility for more than 4 million veterans who served during those unrecognized eras. Raughter said he hopes
this will lead to more people joining the group.
But rigid eligibility requirements are part of
membership is declining at the VFW, Law said.
America's military involvement, of deploying
during conflict, has shrunk significantly since

why
The nature of
troops overseas
WWII.

"We've got an all-volunteer force now, where
the American population serves the country,"
"America isn't making new veterans that are
the VFW."

less than 1% of
Law said.
eligible to join

The eligibility requirement has been a longamong VFW posts.

discussed issue

Robert Skinner, an 83-year-old Army veteran
from the
Korean War, said changing the requirements would be a saving grace for his group. As the commander of VFW
Post 5857 in rural Onaway, Michigan, he has only five members who are active in meetings and planning.
Skinner told Military.com that he needs to fill eight seats on his post's board; if he can't get enough, he'll have to
relinquish control of the group to the district post's leadership, effectively closing the building. He speculated
that changing the membership requirements might give smaller posts a boost.
"About eight years ago, it started to decline, and since then it's been constant," Skinner said. "I don't see how
changing [the eligibility requirements] could make things any worse."
But, ultimately, to fill the growing void being left by older generations of veterans who have passed away, both
organizations recognize they need to recruit the latest generations of service members from Iraq and
Afghanistan.
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Fighting Stereotypes
The VFW conducted a focus group last summer with a group of veterans mostly under the age of 50 and asked
them what they knew about their local organizations.
Most labeled VFW posts as little more than bingo halls with bars.
"Those stereotypes are those that we continue to combat," Law said. "I think it's fair to say that veterans enjoyed
going into a bar and swapping war stories, and maybe that was the extent of it. But over the years, veterans'
desires just have changed drastically."
"I think we're a lot more aware of our image, and now we're focusing on that image to be sure that veterans
know we are a representative of all veterans," Law said.
Similarly, the American Legion -- which has been front and center of veterans health issues for decades, such as
work on the health consequences of burn pits, Agent Orange poisoning and other ailments from service -announced this week it was conducting some rebranding by showcasing a more modern logo for its website and
social media accounts. It's a small thing, Kessel conceded, but he hopes it shows that the organization is starting
to recognize that changes need to be made.
"We really want to sort of signal that we've got some new things going on here to our membership and to our
prospective memberships as well," Kessel said.

From left, Sean Nettles, Lisa Brown, Tim McCaughey, Danny
Greer and Murphy the dog have drinks outside at the patio at the
VFW Post 445 during their weekly Wednesday wing night, April
6, 2022 on James Island, South Carolina. (Military.com photo by
Andrew Whitaker)

While the membership in many VFW and American Legion halls skews older, some post commanders are
stepping up to the plate to try and recruit younger veterans.
At the start of 2021, VFW Post 2149 in Wood Dale, Illinois, voted to close its doors. The commander of the
post had stepped down, and nobody wanted to take on the responsibility of running the group.
Rich Williams, an Air Force veteran from Desert Storm -- the second least-represented group in veterans
service organizations -- caught wind of the situation on Facebook and decided to step up. He was sworn in as a
VFW member and the commander of the local post 30 days later.
He says he inherited about seven to 10 active members and a solid revenue stream because they have a state
gaming license and can provide video poker at the post's bar.
But the main thing Williams wants to change is the culture of Wood Dale's post.
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"There's a ton of Afghanistan and Iraq vets out there that aren't coming to the VFW, and that's my goal,"
Williams told Military.com. "If I get a young guy to come through the door, and he's just curious about it, he's
not going to stay if we have 'Bonanza' on the TV."
In both the American Legion and VFW, posts can continue to exist even if they don't have a brick-and-mortar
building. Many local organizations meet at churches, schools and recreation centers.
Law said more posts will likely close in the coming years, but because of the national influence of the VFW and
American Legion, the organizations will always be present and there to support veterans.
"In a perfect world, the VFW would cease to exist because we would no longer be making veterans," Law said.
"But we know that's probably not going to be the case. As long as America is making veterans, the VFW will be
here."
-- Thomas Novelly can be reached at thomas.novelly@military.com. Follow him on Twitter @TomNovelly.
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